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There had been heavy rain overnight, the
wind blew and the forecast was not good,
but till the intrepid Jaguar diivers of Bed-
fordshire turned out in good numbers for = =28
the hugely popular Woburn Classic. After |
much scratching of heads, we decided to |
risk erecting the marquee, the banner was
hung out, cars were lined up and the
ever-popular champagne cocktails and
nibbles were served.

The marquee proved its worth when a [

brief shower caused every-
one to take shelter and the
banter and conversation
flowed along with the drink.

The Woburn Classic is one
of the largest classic meets
of the year in our area with

hundreds of cars, buses,
commercial and military
vehicles, stationary engines
and trade stalls attending.
We were particularly im-
pressed by the vintage
: Rolls Royce cars on the
B NS stand next to us, but in

truth, wonderful vehides were everywhere as we walked, ad-
= mired and talked to other enthusiasts between the showers.

| Then around the middle of the afternoon we were delighted, and

perhaps a little surprised, to hear that the judges had a dedared

JDC Bedfordshire to be the best club stand of the day. Trevor

received the trophy and enormous cup with considerable pride.

Perhaps our next project should be to build a trophy cabinet.
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The Revival Race Meeting isa recreation of one of the

golden eras of motorsport which spans the period from

1948 until 1966, the year that Goodwood cdosed as for-

mula one cars moved up to 3 litres from 1.5 litres and

became just too fast for the drcuit. In a massive under-

taking, the circuit has been restored to its former glory

with the additon of safety

modifications and the installa-

tion of acoustic banking and

was re-opened in 1998. Over

three days at the beginning of

September, we were treated

to sixteen races featuring the

very best of historic European

motor action — truly interna-

tional enties and possibly the

best meeting of its type any-

where in the world. Quite sim-

ply, it is a privilege to attend

and to participate.

| really do mean participate.

The Revival is much more than just a motor race, so

even if you are notdriving, spectators are considered to

be part of the furniture and are asked to dress in peliod

style — in our family the men raided the charity shops

and Elise made her dress so that we all looked the part.

In this context, the omanisers attention to detail isin-

credible, with both rock and roll and jazz bands playing,

actors hired to recreate period characters such as the

home guard, barbers, tailors, rag and bone men, ciga-

rette girls, press photographers, and spivs. All drcuit

staff dressin period, modern cars are excluded and pe-

riod vehicdes provide all essential services. There are
car sales
pitches with
cars and
prices of the
time and so
many other
authentic
details that
you just can-
not help be-
ing swept up

in the atmosphere.
Goodwood race circuit was, of course, made from the
perimeter tracks of the Battle Of Biitain fighter base at
Westhampnett and this fact is celebrated with the pres-
ence this year of no fewer than eight Spitfires and two
Mustangs that flew several sorties each day - a fly past
of two vic fours, single and
multiple aircraft aerobatics
and high speed, low level
fly-bys. Where else in the
world could you see so many
examples of the mamue in the
air? Thisyear, we marked the
passing of Ray Hannah, the
renowned RAF squadron
leader who died last year. Ray
founded the Red Arrows and
uniquely, was its leader for
four years. In a previous dem-
onstration that those present
at the time till talk about, Ray
flew his Mk 5 gpitfire at very low level down the pit
straight — the commentators sitting on top of the pit
buildings claim that they looked DOWN on the pilotin
his cockpit as he went past. In his honour on Sunday,
his Spitfie was taxied r
down the pit straight, a
eulogy was read by
Lord March and his|
sister led the singing of
“There’ll always be an
England”. | can tell you
from first hand experi-
ence that itis an emo-
tional and spine-chilling
moment when all me-|

hundred thousand peo- [y
ple become completely BRIR
silentin respect. K W




Goodwood this year also honoured Phil Hill, an
outstanding racing driver of all types of car who
remains America’s only Formula One World
Champion, winning the tile with Ferrari in 1961
whilst driving the famous shark-nose car. He also
won the Le Mans 24 Hours three times and
countless other races in a career spanning more
than twenty years. Phil lead a parade around the
track of many of the cars associad with his
achievements, induding an aluminium XK 120.
Many other famous drivers also participated in
the weekend; local hero Derek Bell, Stirfling Moss,
Jack Brabham, Tony Brooks, Tony Jardine, Alan
Jones, Frank Sytner and Wayne Gardner from
the bike world, to name drop just a few.

In the races, Jaguar were outstanding in the
events for which they were eligible. The RAC TT
one hour, two driver race (1960-64) was one by
an e-type; the Sussex Trophy for 1955-60 Woid
Championship sports cars was won by a D-type
driven by Gary Pearson; the St Mary’s Trophy
two race event for 1950-59 saloons was won by
Derek Bell and Grant Williams sharing a mark
one; a single Jaguar (an XK140 lightweight
coupe) entered the Fordwater Trophy for 1960 —
66 GTsand moved through the field to take third;
and in the Freddie March Memorial Trophy race
for 1952-55 sports cars, Nigel Webb in his C-type
was second.




This years Members’ Choice is the much
campaigned and delectable plum coloured XK
150 owned by Steve Pollard. A dean sweep
this year as Stewe’s car also won the Land-
lady’s Trophy just two months ago.

The car is shown in company with Mick
Duffy’s XK 150 and my own series 2 e-type
fhe, which was this years runner-up, at
Woburn 2004.

The veryfirst and very popular winner of the

Members’ Choice Modern Car Trophy
is the X-Type estate owned by Betty and
Robin Vickery, with Steve Thorne’s extremely
well cared-for X300 in the runner-up slot.
Robin’s award was, appropriately, a framed
set of pictures of all the modern Jaguars from
XJS to the present day.

Many Congratulations To All Winners

Editor's grovelling apology - | found myself without a
picture of Robin’s car and had to borrowfrom Jaguar.

The first half of August is usually a safe bet for our
Members Choice evening, but once again this year the
weather was not kind to Jaguar Drivers and a dull and
eventually showery evening greeted us when we ar-
rived at The Jolly Coopers. Even so, there was a good
lineup of cars, almost all refugees from Woburn the
day before, and soon the members were scratching
their heads and peering all around the cars as they
sought to make their selection. | didn’t see anyone with
a mirror to look underneath, ‘though!

With pendils and wvoting dlips in hand, members stuck
to the task until failing light and an acute thirst drove us

back into the bar. Voting slips were collected and the
cold wet towel came out as we counted the votes,
which was more difficult than usual with two trophies to
be awarded.

The Jolly Coopers buffet appeared - much to your
Chaiman’s relief as he thought he had forgotten to or-
der - funny how chips are so popular with those watch-
ing their weight! Raffle tickets were eagedy purchased,
and then the competition winners were announced and
the trophies were presented to the worthy winners. It

has to be said that Sheena

was initially most disap-
pointed that her Honda was
judged ineligible by the adju-
dicators, butitwas very soon
smiles all round when she
found she had won a bottle
of red wine in the raffle.

Alan conduded the evening
with a number of rather dubi-
ous jokes (well, you really
wouldn’'t expect anything
else, would you?) before we
made our farewells and set

off for home. I'l have £10 on the nose on

Red Rum in the 2.30




I'm not sure thiswas a
good idea of yours

Isthisthe side or the top?

Teamwork

We boughtit from MFI

Shouldn’t the roof be
higher than this?

Trevor's not tall enough
for his weight

Don't turn the water on yet

Up she goes

The bannergoesup

Knees bend, arms stretch

We’'re sailing under
canvas at last

We're the boys for the job
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For more information and
to add your suggestions, Monday 11 September 8.00pm  Speaker ‘The Shet land Isles’
please contact our
Secretary Monday 9 October 8.00pm  Speaker ‘Insurance  Scams’
Mick D .
ok Dufty Monday 13 November 8.00pm Annual General Mee ting
01525 873232
Or mobile Sunday 17 December 12.00am Christmas Lunch
07770933997

Classified Advertisements

Jaguar For SaleGood provenance, long history all fully documented. Heritage certificatenRem® -
plete restoration with much money spent, all bills available to prove. Fsst aedition ready for the
next owner to enjoy to the full. Other commitments force reluctant sale. Bilirftact.

Most of us, seeing a dassified ad like this, would assume itwas for a car, so how sad that it could well be an ad for
the company, just as Jaguar, with Fords active support, have invested in a strong product line to restore production
to profit. The problem is that thislies in the future.

Difficulties start with Ford in the USA who are running out of ime, and the scale of the losses there dwarf the losse s
at Jaguar. In big business the threat of a strategic review is so often a euphemism for factory dosure. Ford have run
up losses of £680 million in the first half of this year alone and have already announced that 14 plantsin America are
to go over the next five years at a cost of 30,000 jobs, but even this may not be enough Their strategy has mis-fired
asthey have gone for gas guzzling, large engine, SUVs and pick-up trucks just asthese are falling out of fashion
and the market is demanding smaller SUVs and saloons.

Ford initially said that their Premier Automotive Group consisting of Aston Martin, Land Rover, Jaguarand Volvo
could be sold, but seem to have modified that approach to say Aston Martin is available, but that Ford will retain the
others. However, in the bigger picture, there may be a dialogue and strategic partnership between Renault and Ford,
so how would you fancy a Jaguarmade in France?

No thanks, not for me.

1962 500cc Manx N orton - Also From Goodwood Revival - And So Say All Of Us

Web Address www.jaguarl7.co.uk




