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Nothing Changes 
 
In 1653, when Oliver Cromwell dissolved 
‘the Long Parliament’ he said; 
 
“It is high time for me to put an end to your 
sitting in the place which you have dishon-
oured by your  contempt of all virtue and de-
filed by your practice of every vice; ye are a 
factious crew, and enemies to all good gov-
ernment; ye are a pack of mercenary 
wretches, and would, like Esau, sell your 
country for a mess of pottage, and like  
Judas betray your God for a few pieces of 
money. You have sat here too long for any 
good you have been doing lately. Depart, I 
say, and let us be done with you. In the 
name of God, go.” 
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Car “Scrappage” Scheme 
 
The budget introduced a £2,000 bonus to encourage peo-
ple to scrap their 10 year old cars and replace with new, in 
the hope that this will revive flagging car sales. In Britain, 
the industry is in crisis as sales have fallen by 30% in the 
last few months. 
However, there has been a mixed response. 
For example, 86% of the cars made in Britain are exported 
and a very high proportion of sales are of imported cars, so  
the subsidy will mainly reward foreign workers in factories 
overseas, raising the question “is this appropriate use of 
British taxpayer’s money?” 
The average life of a car is 14 years, and since by far the 
biggest part of a vehicle’s carbon footprint l ies in its manu-
facture, scrapping at two thirds of natural life will have a 
wholly negative impact. It could be demonstrated that our 
classic Jaguars, which could be 40 – 50 years old, are the 
most environmentally friendly, in spite of their larger en-
gines. 
There will be distortion of used car values, as a car 9 years 
old may be worth £300, whilst at 10 years, the value jumps 
to £2,000. 
Small cars are likely to benefit most, as the subsidy is an 
attractive proportion of the cost of a £6,000 new car, al-
though we only produce one car in this category, the Nis-
san Micra.  
There are already plenty of offers out there which are as 
good, if not better, than this. Certainly for our Jaguars, I 
cannot see that there is any attraction at all. 
Experience in France and Germany, however, seems to 
show that similar schemes are beginning to work and it is 
to be hoped that here in the UK, this can, in some meas-
ure, help us to escape from the wider depression. 
Both my cars are more than 10 years old. Do you think I 
am about to sell either for £2,000? 
Form an orderly queue. 
 
Subsidy To Jaguar 
 
In a similar vein, I note that Jaguar are to receive a large 
cash injection of taxpayers’ money. I understand that we 
would like to protect employment, but this seems to me to 
be wholly wrong. Jaguar is no longer British but a part of 
an international group of companies with massive assets of 
their own. Jaguar’s owners should make their own assess-
ment of future prospects for the company and make deci-
sions on investment and support based on this. There can 
be no justification for the involvement of taxpayer cash. 
This feels just like the money trashed in the ‘70s in British 
Leyland, Red Robbo et al, and then again the more recent 
fiasco of money wasted in trying to save Rover, just before 
a general election in a marginal constituency. All these 
events under a socialist government. 
 
Car Or Driv er 
 
The changes to the rules in F1 has produced unexpected 
and very real change in teams performances, which can 
only be good for the sport. Congratulations go to Braun for 
their triumph over what appeared to be overwhelming 
odds. 

In case there was ever any doubt, this season settles any 
discussion over which is the more important, the driver or 
the car. Past World champions Lewis Hamilton, Kimmi  
Raikanen, Fernando Alonso and near miss Felipe Massa  
are nowhere this year as McLaren, Ferrari and Renault 
have failed to produce a competitive car. Even more strik-
ing, Kubica in the BMW is at the very back of the grid, 
having been a close third place team last year. 
When Jaguar (or Ferrari or Ford, for that matter) won at Le 
Mans, it is the manufacturer and the car we most remem-
ber….it is, after all, what made Jaguar. 
In which case, why do the commentators and the media 
sti l l insist on focussing on the drivers? It’s the teams and 
the cars I most want to know about. 
We live in a world of grossly distorted values where trivial 
politicians, sportsmen, pop stars and minor celebrities re-
ceive much attention and undeserved riches whilst those 
individuals and companies that can change lives for the 
better are not supported and go unreported and unre-
warded. 
…………..and just don't get me started on bankers.  
 
We Need Your Help 
 
The JDC National Day at Woburn features on the front 
cover and you will see that for Area 17 we have decided 
upon a most ambitious programme of events on your be-
half . 
Clearly, there is much to be done to make it work, and 
your committee would like to recruit a small team of volun-
teers to help. 
The task would be to plan the lunch menu, source the 
food and to choose table decorations. This could extend to 
decorating the marquee in our chosen colour scheme of 
green and gold. 
With this agenda, it would seem natural to hope that we 
might see at least one of our ladies on the team, although 
dare I suggest that more would be better? 
There isn’t much time, so if you think this might be for you, 
please contact Colin or myself as soon as possible. 



Several people have asked this year if it would be possible to obtain fresh 
supplies of our embroidered Area 17 polo shirt, and I am pleased to report 
that I have found the original supplier who holds the design software, and so 
we are in a position to order for those who wish to replace or add to their 
wardrobe. The price is a reasonable £10 each, and we are not subject to a 
minimum order quantity. 
We can also order for the ladies, and these can be obtained in a full range of 
colours, but do bear in mind that the yellow in the badge is a strong colour. 
 

We then thought it would be a good idea to complement the shirt with a lightweight summer jacket, but finding something 
that met our criteria of suitable quality, matching colour and stylish design at a reasonable price proved difficult. We finally 
came up with this lined, showerproof, casual jacket in a stone colour, with a soft textured finish and nice stitching and 
pocket detail. Amazingly, we can obtain these at a cost of just £25 each. 
These will not be embroidered as the needle holes would destroy the waterproofing, and we would not want our members 
to experience the embarrassment and discomfort of a wet left breast. The jacket would also then be useable on a greater 
number of occasions. We have a sample jacket which Colin will bring to the police dog demo. 

Pocket detail 

Collar 
and 
lining 

Please use the order form 
which accompanies this 

newsletter. 
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JDC Area 17 Bedfordshire 
Programme 2009  

 

 
 
All meetings at The Jolly Coopers, Flitton, unless otherwise stated. 

Date Time  Activity  Buf-
fet 

Comment 

Monday 11 May 7.00 pm Police Dogs  
Demonstration 

  Meal at local hostelry 

Monday 8 June 7.30 pm Landlords Choice  
Presentation 

Y Alan Filby  
Remembers 

Sunday 12 July All Day JDC National Day   Woburn Park 
Monday 13 July 7.00 pm Pitstone Green Museum     
Sunday 19 July All Day Kimbolton Country 

Fair 
    

Sunday 2 August All Day XK/XJ Day    Brooklands Museum 
Sunday 16 August   Area Day 

Woburn Classic 
  Woburn Park 

Monday 10 August 7.30 pm Members’ Choice  
Trophy 

Modern Car Trophy 
Barbeque 

    

Monday 14 September 7.30 pm Presentation Y LPG in Jaguars 
Monday 12 October 7.30 pm Presentation Y The Buncefield  

Disaster 
Monday 9 November 7.30 pm Annual General Meet-

ing 
Y   

tba….December 12.00 pm Christmas Lunch   The Jolly Coopers 
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Please note change of date from original programme 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
This is the one we go to every year and it has always been a success. There is 
a huge range of vehicles and traders to keep the boys happy, together with the 

abbey, the beautiful park, lots of shops and refreshments for everyone. 
If the National Day is successful, we aim to attract all members of Area 17 with 

a repeat of the club hospitality marquee. 
 

Don’t miss out, book today 
Please fill out the entry form below and send with your £5 fee to 

Trevor Mayhew, 276 Turnpike Drive, Luton, LU3 3RQ 
 

Please note that Trevor would like to receive and to co-ordinate all entries on behalf of Area 17 
……………………………………………………………………... 


