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When | wrote the second piece on climate change last
month, | said ‘| am seriously worried that driving through
measures to tackle the wrong target will have unintended
consequences’. | did not expect to see examples so very
soon, and yetin the last two days | have seen two.

: In a bid to increase the production of bio-fuels, the
land area given over to the production of oil seed
plants has increased by a factor of twenty-five in just
the last couple of years, and the alarming trend con-
tinues. This is arable land that was previously used
to produce food crops such as wheat. The loss of
food production and its effect on prices will directly
harm the starving and disadvantaged people of the
third world.

The second example is both hilarious and absurd at
the same time. The Gowvernment’s Environment
Agency has expressed sympathy with a suggestion
that the environment would benefit if the population
were to switch ‘en masse’ to a vegan diet, since
farm animals are blamed for producing huge
amounts of methane and carbon dioxide. Somewhat
graciously, it wams that this policy may risk alienat-
ing the public majority.

Of course, we did not have animals more

than three years ago when this particular

bandwagon started to roll, did we?
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According to a Readers Digest survey, in the last four
years our trust in our democratic representatives has
dropped from alow 15% to just 7% today. This is the low-
est ranking of all professionals, and ahead of the Authur

Daleys of this world.
Most trusted were firemen, followed by pharmacists, aidine

pilots, nurses and doctors.
Police, financial advisors and tax drvers were all mid-
table.
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The villagers of Everton in Notts wanted to add two small
flower beds to the verge beneath the hedgerow on the en-
try to the village, to add a splash of colour to a picturesque
corner of rural England.

County Coundil officials ruled that this would be a risk to
health and safety which had to be licensed and regulated.
The parish coundl were first instructed to submit an H&S
guestionnaire and a lisk assessment, to be approved by
Notts CC.

The Accidentand Investigation dept had to be consulted in
case flower beds were a mototing hazard.

Utility companies must be formally consulted in case plant-
ing caused them a problem.

And even if all this bureaucratic red tape could be navi-
gated, they would then need to take out £5 million pounds
worth of public liability insurance.

Needlessto say, itdid not happen.

Doesn'’t it make you proud to be English?

In 2006, 90,000 police officers were caught on camera,
either speeding or jumping red traffic lights. Of these, just
354 were punished with a fixed penalty notice

—that’s just 0.4%.

About 25% of cases were under flashing blue lights, so fair
enough, but the rest? Are police officers so super-human
that they are safe at any speed? Don't think so, there were
20,000 accidents involving police vehicles last year.

In the areaslikely to affect us, Thames Valley police were
caught on 4,031 occasions, with ZERO penalties, and City
Of London Police were caught on 2,635 occasions with
ZERO penalties.

One rule for them, another for us.

You may remember North Wales Chief Constable Richard
Brunstrom, the champion of speed cameras, the man with
the worst crime dear-up record in the country and more
popularly known as ‘the mad mullah of the traffic Taliban?
To illustrate a road safety lecture he recently used shock
pictures of a decapitated motorcyclist, and was criticised
for not obtaining relatives pemission first.
What they did not tell you was that six hours before the
fatal accident, the rider was caught by a speed camera
riding reckessly at 125 mph. He had no licence, no insur-
ance and the bike had false plates, so had he not had an
accident, he would never have been identified.
Of course, if this unintelligent, mindless machine had been
instead a trained, professional patrol officer, he would have
been apprehended and a life would have been saved.
But don't worry, speed cameras save lives,
Brunstrom says so and you are not allowed

to reason for yourself.
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Insurance company Swinton will ignore penalty points in
future in setting premiums. They say that with 6,000 speed
cameras catching 2 million drivers a year, endorsements
are no more than an occupational hazard, and their analy-
sis shows that they are not an indicator of an unsafe or
accident prone driver.

The Association Of British Insurers said that its members,
representing 400 more insurers, were likely to follow the
example. ‘Cameras do nothing to control dangerous or
drunken driving, nor those without insurance, a licence or
an MOT to confirm rmadworthy condition’.

Swinton went on to say that speeding convictions used to
be a yardstick to identify dangerous drivers, but points are
now so common place that they have become useless.
SafeSpeed added that the policy of ‘cash for cameras’ had
fractured the trust and the relationship that used to exist
between police and law-abiding citizens.

Another example of the law of unintended
consequences?




How would you choose to
spend a weekend in the New
Forest?
Based at Tyrells Ford Hotel, just to the
south of Ringwood, and with the good
fortune of a sunny weekend &fter a
week of rain, we found plenty of
choice, whether seaside or country.
Perhaps a long country walk out of the
hotel, following the course of the river
Avon down to Christchurch, where

W indsurfers at Christchurch there were the many sailing boats and

windsurfers in the picturesque harbour. Or a drive to the long sandy beach
at Mudef ord with a pleasant stroll along the promenade and past the beach
huts to Highcliffe Castle. Perhaps shopping and sightseeing in the small
towns of Ringwood and Brockenhurst, with the added attraction of the newly
born ponies to be seen is more your thing. The perennial favourite large
town of Bournemouth was equally at hand, from where there is an attractive
drive round to the harbour at Poole, passing the beautiful and compact
woodland gardens of Compton Acres. Divert slightly to Sandbanks, with its
views of nearby Brownsea Island, and if there is time, take the shortt ferry
crossing to get to Swanage. Plenty to see and do in Poole whilst lusting
after the very up-market Sunseeker boats that are made there, almost
matched by the prices of plates and vases in Poole Pottery. Between us all,
we did all these things, before returning to the hotel.

Beach huts at Mudeford

Tyrels Ford Hatel has changed hands since we were last
there, and it's even better now. We met in the bar before
dinner, where several of us felt obliged to test the pro-
duce of the local Ringwood brewery. More than once.
Then it was to table for excellent meals on both days,
and in such jovial company that it seemed no time before
we moved to the lounge for coffee and liqueurs. | can
assure you that the world will be a much better place,
now that we have put everything right.

A Sunday drivefor morning coffee at a matorcycle mu-
seum, on through Brockenhurst to a scenic driv e through
the New forest before a light lunch a avery busy Lynd-
hurst to finish the weekend, before a leisurely drive
home.

Our thanks go to Colin for arranging such an excellent
weekend for the club. For those who could not make it
this time,

| heartily rec-

ommend that

you should

not make the

same  mis-

take twice

but try to join

us on future

trips.




Next Meeting

Monday 11 June

No, not Steve. Well, notas far as | know, anyway.

Your committee are always looking to make our club evenings more enticing to
our members, so as well as our annual Landlady’'s Ch  oice Trophy competition
next month, we have also asked Bobbie to lay ona h ot buffet for your
enjoyment.

Tickets for the buffetwill cost five pounds. More than that, each ticketwill in-
clude free entry into a draw towinthe elegantcry  stal decanter shown on the
right.

The gardens at the Jolly Coopers have been much imp  rovedand now offera

relaxed location for that early evening drink, w his twewait for the choice of this
year's favourite car .

You've Got To Be In It To Win It

Win
This
crystal

decanter
in our

Free

prize
draw

All pictures taken by Cheryl & Richard




hen promoting this visit last month, | said
prepare to be amazed. We were.

Dave Davenport is the leading autholity and restorer of pre 1951 Jaguars in the
UK, and probably among the top few throughout the woid, so an invitation to
visit his workshops at New Fam, Tetworth, was a real treat for Area 17 mem-
bers. We were welcomed by Dave and his wife, and we were especially
pleased to see Linda there as well. The skies had lifted after a rainy day as
some twenty-four members arrived, the best tum out of the year so far, and just
think how many it would have been if only we could have persuaded a few
more of our partners to come as well.

Dawve led us on an absorbing walk through his workshops, his relaxed style
based on the confidence of many years of experience of working with these
cars. Of the cars which were ‘work in progress’ we saw the late MP Alan
Clarke’s SS 100, converted from 2.5 to 3.5 litres and sporting unique dlver plat-
ing in place of chrome. The suspenson had been modified unsuccessfully and
Dave had the task of correcting the handling. Then there was an extremely rare
SS1 tourer in supelb restored condition (possibly one of just four) which Dave
had re-imported from Australia or how about a mk 7 from Holland now fitted
with a Vee 12 engine, discs, aircon and all

the features of a modern carin a period vehi-

cle. Again, suspension set-up had been its

weakness, and Dave had the task of soiting

it out. The processes on view induded

leather work, re-creating and matching the

patina of the old cars, woodworking, in the

sense of remaking an entire ash frame for

an SS, body restoration and paint spray as

well as the obvious mechanical work on

chassis and engines. Workmanship of only

the highest possible quality.

An absolutely great evening was rounded off

with an excellent buffet as we extended our

thanks for the supetb hospitality.

(- II

Held in the walled garden of a private house in Wobum Park
All money raised goesto charity
Sixties music from live bands, hog roast, barbeque and diinks
Tickets £15 from Colin if you are quick
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For more information and to
add your suggestions,
please contact our

Secretary

Mick Duffy
01525 873232

Or mobile
07770933997
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National Day-Stanford Hall

29 July 2007
Including XK Day
All detailsin your current magazine

Contact Your Committee
Roger Gage
01525 382432
roger.gage@dsl.pipex.com

Colin Sanders
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01582 504361
Trevor Mayhew
01582 658714 & ! (
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Web Address www .jaguarl7.co.uk




