
adapted. 
Once on board, drinks were quickly purchased, tables 

were fi lled and the boat moved off as we 
watched the scenery move past the pano-
ramic windows. I missed seeing the 
heron, but I did see an angler land a very 
large carp. 
The first course, melon or pate, soon dis-
appeared, and we were into the chicken, 
perhaps a little heavy and dry for my taste 
although the wine helped. The sweet of 
either pavlova or bfg, no, not big friendly 

giant, was superb.  
As the light failed, we were returned to Pitstone and 
made our farewells in the car park. 
Our thanks to Colin for his work in organising another 
successful event. 

May 2005 
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For our May meeting we abandoned our cars and The 
Waggon And Horses and took to the water instead for a 
two and a half hour cruise along the 
Grand Union Canal, travelling between 
Pitstone and Marsworth. We were fortu-
nate that the evening weather cleared 
just as we met at the boathouse. 
The barge was wide at 12 feet, and 
whilst that made for comfortable dining, it 
was clear that this was at the limit for the 
canal and the helmsman had to be ex-
tremely careful manoeuvring the large 
boat, particularly when entering the locks.   
Propulsion was electric, rather like a milk float, and our 
silent and smooth progress wa s really noticeable, help-
ing conversation. Old sea dogs like Robin were at im-
mediately at home, but the rest of us landlubbers soon 



A good turn out of members in April 
welcomed Cecil Parry, who came to 
tell us about the History Of Inn Signs. 
Using the acronym of SCALP to give 
historic perspective, we were told how 
the concept of hospitality started with 
religious orders providing shelter to 
pilgrims on their way to places such as 
Canterbury or Walsingham. 
Later, this was taken over by 
churches. The earliest signs were based upon simple, 
recognisable objects, such as the plough or wheatsheaf, 
since few people could read or write. In the middle 
ages, armorial signs were introduced based around 
landed estates, and more recently we have signs based 
around local places, events and people. 
This was a departure from our more usual car-based 
activities and since it is one which seemed popular with 
our members, we shall look to repeat. 
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It is now safe and legal to drive at 84 mph in 
a residential street,  

or 159 mph on a dual carriageway   
- providing you are a policeman 

 
 
 
 
 

        For everyone else, it’s disqualification an d prison 
No doubt you have read the story in the national media so I will not repeat the detail, but at a time when the motorist 
suffers police persecution at the slightest opportunity, this example of the double standards of the police and the  
legal system leaves me speechless. 
 Law enforcement has so failed the community that w e have all had to adapt to living in a high crime s ociety . 

I hope that you are all enjoying the style of our newslet-
ters. I have tried to introduce more pictures as I think it 
makes the page more interesting and inviting. It also 
means that I have to conjure up less text, for written 
communication is not something I enjoy. 
I have built up a considerable library of pictures from our 
activities over the last few years, and it occurs to me 
that there might be the odd print that you would like to 
add to your albums at home. For a small contribution to 
club funds, I would be happy to oblige, so please ask. 
Spring is in its full glory, the days are longer and warmer 
and Area 17 are getting those Jaguars into use. I 
missed the weekend in Ross but every one I have spo-
ken to is full of praise for the hotel, the location and the 
weather. We also had a very good turn out for the canal 
cruise and again that was well received—two successful 
events organised by Colin. 
Most of the items in our programme are tried and 
tested, so that your committee can recommend your 
participation with confidence, and the next, Pavenham 
Gardens Open, is one I have attended for several years 
and would not want to miss. A leisurely picnic lunch, 
good company and a Sunday afternoon stroll around 
some lovely early summer gardens. 
The next evening is our annual Landlords Trophy com-
petition, so get out the bucket and sponge and bring 
your pride and joy for another evening at The Waggon & 
Horse s. Don’t have a big dinner beforehand as there will 
be food on offer. 
We would like to be sure that we provide activities that 
are appreciated, so if you have comments, or a sugges-
tion of something you would like us to organise, please 
speak to a committee member.  
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Sunday morning after breakfast we lined up the cars for 
some photographs. There they stood sparkling in the 
sunshine. We all then said our goodbyes and went our 
separate ways. We decided on the motorway route 
home, much easier than the A40! 

 
To conclude, everyone thought it was a great weekend 
and many thanks to Colin and Mary for finding Pengeth-
ley Manor! 
 
Thanks to Sue 
for this  descrip-
tion of the week-
end, and thanks 
also to George 
Bath and Colin 
Sanders for the 
excellent pic-
tures.  
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Left Luton on Friday morning and took the Aylesbury, 
Oxford, A40 route. Had forgotten what hard work con-
ventional roads are, took about 3 hours. Anyway it was 
dry. 
Arrived in Ross around 1 pm, parked up and had a wan-
der. Found a very nice Organic Veggie Restaurant and 
had excellent lunch, beetroot and orange soup etc. 
Back on the road for a few remaining miles to the Hotel, 
Pengethley Manor. Impressive drive approach to the 
hotel and a wonderful setting with magnificent views. 
Settled in to our “Superior” room, the decor was a bit 
tired but had plenty of space and good views. 

Met up with the others in the 
bar, a few jars followed by 
an excellent dinner. I think 
everyone was impressed 
and even my veggie dish 
was good, three others had 
it as well! Drinks, coffee and 
natter in soft leather chairs 
then a good night’s sleep. 
 
Saturday morning, after a 
good breakfast we all set out 
to explore the locality. Here-

ford was one choice, some preferring the Cathedral, 
others shopping. Other places visited included Symonds 
Yat and Weston’s Cider Works. George and I particu-
larly enjoyed the Cathedral which has the Mappa Mundi 
as part of a current exhibition (excellent) followed by 
coffee in the walled garden. The Cider works tour was 
very good followed by much 
sampling of the goodies. We 
finished off with some shop-
ping in Ross then back to 
the Hotel for a bubble bath, 
quick rest and prepare for 
the evening. 
Another excellent meal. 
Trevor went off to Birming-
ham to see the Shadows so the evening was a bit qui-
eter than the previous one! 
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Website www.jaguar17.co.uk 


