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New Jaguar XF 
-the S-Type Replacement 

T his stunning saloon is said to be Jaguar’s  
replacement for the S-Type, to be called the  
Jaguar XF. 

It is due to be officially unveiled early next month at the 
Detroit Motor Show and enters production in the spring 
of 2008. 
Powered by the 4.2 litre supercharged V8 engine, the 
car has 21 inch alloy wheels, aluminium gear selector 
and centrally mounted rev counter, inspired by aircraft 
instrumentation. The interior is a futuristic blend of 
wood, leather and aluminium and carries over from the 
new XK the start button used to fire up the engine. 
Moving further away from traditional design features, 
the XF is intended to challenge people to think again  
and to see Jaguar as modern, daring and different. 
Slant headlights replace round and are set either side of 
the new front grille, which itself carries a more aggres-
sive growler badge. 
The car has to help to convince the Americans at Ford 
that Jaguar can be made a commercial success. With 
all of Ford’s problems - they lost £3.55 billion last year -  
loss-making Jaguar’s future remains uncertain. Aston 
Martin is already for sale at a price of one billion 
pounds, whilst Jaguar and Land Rover are thought still 
to have one factory too many, even after the closure of 
Browns Lane. Land Rover’s Solihull factory could be 
next. Jaguar  employs 7,600 and Land Rover  10,000. 

Annual General Meeting 

M ay I first apologise for not attending this year’s 
AGM, the first time I have missed since joining 
Area 17. Unhappily, the date clashed with a 

last minute invitation from the NHS to join them in Mil-
ton Keynes hospital, a chance too good to miss. My 
thanks go to Mick, Trevor and Colin for standing in so 
ably for me. 
I did have time to write Chairman’s and Treasurer’s re-
ports and these were read at the time, but, for the bene-
fit of those members who were unable to attend, I will 
add them as a supplement to this newsletter and take 
up no more space here. 
I understand that the meeting went well, with seventeen 
members attending. Formalities were quickly covered 
and, in the absence of fresh nominations, the commit-
tee were re-elected en bloc. We thank you all for this 
vote of confidence. 
The usual buffet was eagerly consumed before a dis-
cussion of the events you would like to support in 2007. 
These were noted and you will see from the provisional 
programme on the last page that already we have 
planned a Sunday lunch in March, a weekend away 
plus a return visit to Dave Davenport in May and Proms 
In The Woburn Park on 28 July, along with all the es-
tablished favourites. 
We will also pursue the idea of combining our events 
with another car club in order to strengthen and widen 
our interests. Suggestions and contacts would be very 
welcome. 

Next Meeting 
Jaguar Quiz Night 

 
Monday 8 January 

 
For our next meeting, we have obtained a quiz  

especially prepared for Jaguar clubs by  

SNG Barratt 
The Jaguar Spares Specialists . 

This is well thought out and very professionally put to-
gether and features pre-printed answer sheets, several 
picture rounds together with a CD of music for a round 
which relates to films and television programmes which 
have featured Jaguars. 
To widen the appeal, I have added a couple of general 
knowledge rounds, so I can guarantee something for 
everyone. 
With the holiday postal restrictions, by the time you re-
ceive this newsletter, our first meeting will be just a few 
days away. So….. 
 

Let’s Make It A Date 
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A simply splendid gathering of Area 17  
enjoyed a wonderful four course lunch 
provided by the Jolly Coopers - a lunch 
that lasted all afternoon before the first 
guests left. 
The largest attendance for many 
years, some travelling a great dis-
tance, shared a few drinks in the bar 
and exchanged good wishes. Bobbie 
allowed us the exclusive use of the 
restaurant which made for a relaxed, 
enjoyable and informal celebration. 
Pictures tell the story far better than 
words. 
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For more information and 
to add your suggestions, 

please contact our  
Secretary 

 
Mick Duffy 

 
01525 873232 

Or mobile 
07770933997 

Web Address   www.jaguar17.co.uk 

Contact Your Committee 
 

Roger Gage 
01525 382432 

 
Colin Sanders 
01582 504361 

 
Trev or Mayhew 
01582 658714 

Date Time Venue Activity 
        

Monday 8 th  January  7:30pm  Jolly Coopers  SNG Barratt Jaguar Quiz  
  

Monday 12 th  February  7:30pm  Jolly Coopers  Speaker from Bletchley Park  

Monday 12 th  March  7:30pm  Jolly Coopers  South Africa  
Cape Town & Kruger National Park  

Monday 9 th  / 16th  April  7:30pm  Cranfield  Traffic Master  

Sunday March 12:30pm TBA Lunch 

Monday 14 th  May 7:30pm  Gamlingay  Visit to Dave Davenport  

Friday to Sunday In May   TBA Weekend away (Suffolk/Norfolk border) 

Monday 11 th  June  7:30pm  Jolly Coopers  Landlords Trophy  

Monday 9 th  July  7pm onwards  TBA Driv e & Meal  

Sunday All day Kimbolton Powenham Classic Car Show 

Wednesday 25th July 4pm onwards Harpenden Classics on the  Common 

Monday 13 th  August  7:30pm  Jolly  Coopers  BBQ & Members Choice  

Sunday August All day Woburn Classic Car Show 

Sunday August All day Barton Mills Classic Car Show 

Monday 10 thSeptember  7:30pm  Jolly Coopers  Speaker  

Monday 8 th  October  7:30pm  Jolly Coopers  Photo Quiz  

Monday 12 th  November  7:30pm  Jolly Coopers  AGM 

Sunday December 12:00pm TBA Christmas Lunch 

Please note that this is a prov isional programme an d subject to confirmation or change 
 

We hav e also made a minor change to meeting start t imes (7.30 for 8.00pm) so that activ ities may  
start promptly at 8.00pm and allow maximum use of t he light summer evenings 



Chairman’s Report 2005/6 
It is my most pleasant task to welcome you all to our 
2006 Annual General Meeting. 
I w ould like to apologise for my absence. The reason 
is that I have been waiting some months for a minor 
procedure to be carried out in hospital, and with the 
poor and unpredictable performance of our NHS, 
when the opportunity arose at short notice, some-
what reluctantly, I felt obliged to give my health prior-
ity. At least the experience should provide material 
for an article in our next newsletter! I can see it now 
– ‘NHS, the inside story’. 
Review Of 2006  
Probably the single most important event this year 
was the change of venue back to the Jolly Coopers. 
We w ere well supported at the Waggon & Horses 
and grateful to Dawn and James for their hospitality, 
but somehow, it just seemed like coming home w hen 
we returned here. The location and the room are 
ideal and the new  landlady has been most welcom-
ing. Long may it continue.  
I think I should add that this is a two-way street 
which we should not take for granted. If  we wish to 
retain this venue, it is very much up to us to support 
the pub with regular good attendance at our meet-
ings. You have only to see the numbers attending 
Rotary or Morgan meetings to see that we may be 
vulnerable. 
Responding to members w ishes and suggestions, 
we organised a very good programme of events w ith 
considerable variety during the year, not only for our 
Monday night meets but also including weekend 
events throughout the summer. 
Of the visiting speakers to mention, I w ould single 
out the presentation by Ken Cox from The Shuttle-
worth Collection as outstanding and with his encour-
agement, a few of us attended an wonderful f lying 
evening at Old Warden. 
We attempted to organise a weekend trip to Holland 
in the spring, but as the planned date approached, 
we were disappointed at the level of support and had 
to cancel. Is this a step too far or would you like us to 
try again? 
Another outstanding visit, although not terribly well 
supported, was to the home of the w artime code-
breakers at Bletchley Park. Our own excellent and 
enthusiastic guide for the day took us around and we 
were indeed fortunate to have Tony Sale describe 
and demonstrate his recreation of the Colossus to 
us, just a few weeks before it made national news.  
On occasion, the weather was not kind, the most 
obvious example being the JDC50. I am sure that we 
were all full of sympathy for the organisers of this 
event who had so much effort compromised by ex-
ceptional rainfall.  
The weekend weather forecast for the Woburn Clas-
sic this year was also not encouraging, and whilst 
this reduced numbers overall, Area 17 were un-
daunted and turned out in strength, w inning the 
award for ‘Best Club Stand’.  
 
 

Trophies 
Congratulations are due to Steve Pollard who swept 
the board this year by w inning both the Landlady’s 
Trophy in June, and the Members’ Choice Trophy in 
August 
We introduced a new award this year to recognise 
all the new er Jaguars in the Club, and this went by 
universal acclaim to Robin Vickery with Steve 
Thorne as runner-up. Or should those congratula-
tions really be attributed to the cars? 
Membership 
Although our numbers increased by two this year, 
our f inances would be improved and, more impor-
tantly, the vitality our meetings and events would be 
lif ted with a greater membership. We have seen sev-
eral fresh faces during the year, but only a few return 
as regular visitors. 
The JEC General Manager has said that on average 
across the country, only 8% of the members in an 
area attend regional meetings, and on that basis we 
may be doing w ell in Bedfordshire with at least three 
times that number as regular members of Area 17. 
The downside is that this also implies that it may be 
unrealistic to expect expansion from w ithin the JDC. 
Your committee returns to debate this subject regu-
larly, and current thinking is that we should attempt 
to combine in some w ay with one or more other local 
car clubs. 
We would like to receive your views and suggestions 
in the second part of our meeting this evening. 
Newsletter 
I hope that you have enjoyed receiving your newslet-
ter. I am conscious that publication has been a little 
erratic during the year, and whilst I w ould like to do 
better, the main problem is that I can only produce 
when I have suff icient material to justify the effort, 
and this is quite variable. Additionally, the content 
often reflects my personal interests and the events 
that I am able to attend, so the newsletter would be 
improved if it reflected other interests. 
Is there anyone who could contribute an article, or 
better, a series of articles? Not necessarily on auto-
motive subjects, there must be other hobbies and 
activities out there. 
Conclusion 
Finally, on behalf of your committee, I w ould like to 
thank everyone who has supported us through the 
year. It is a lot of work and it is your appreciation 
which makes it worthwhile for us. 
I w ould also like to thank my colleagues, Colin, Mick 
and Trevor who give of their time each month to 
keep the club running as it does. Their w ork and 
support is absolutely vital to keeping the Area vibrant 
and alive. 
 
 
Roger Gage 
Chairman 



Treasurer’s Report 2005/6 
Let me preface my comments by saying that these 
accounts do not have the precision that an account-
ant might expect, but I believe that they are fully rep-
resentative of our activities and are as good as I can 
make them. 
I am pleased to report that our membership in-
creased by two over last year to twenty-four, wel-
come but more would be better. 
My guidance to your committee has always been 
that current expenditure should match current in-
come, advice that sometimes makes me the villain of 
the plot, but a principle that I consider fundamental. 
This has been broadly achieved this year with a cur-
rent spend of £380 compared to an income of £360, 
and although there has been a long-term (multi-year) 
small but steady drift of over-spend, this is not 
enough to cause concern. 
We maintain a reserve of £2,000 which at a multiple 
of f ive times annual spend is more than comfortable 
and I am happy to see this depleted by capital 
spending which adds value to our region. Hence our 
purchase of a marquee last year. Although used in-
frequently it certainly was a feature which added to 
our comfort and enjoyment at Woburn this year and 
will stand us in good stead for use in future years. 
This year you w ill see that we purchased a colour 
laser printer which produces an improved quality 
newsletter at lower unit cost, and again we anticipate 
that this will have a good few years of future use. 
You will see that the bank reconciliation shows a bal-
ance of £60 more than the accounts predict. I believe 
this is no more than a deadlining issue over the f i-
nancial year-end dates, it seems to happen each 
year and I believe it will ‘come out in the wash’ as it 
has before. In other words, it is not a real surplus. 
Last year there were no income generating events 
such as the canal trip of the previous year, but per-
haps we should have that as an objective for future 
years, I would be interested to hear the views of the 
meeting. 
Our Christmas lunch last year was most successful 
and the cost to the region was £61 nett. We are 
grateful to the committee w ho so kindly donated the 
raff le prizes and at this point I would like to pay trib-
ute to Trevor, who does such a grand job and each 
month has organised and run a raff le for us. This is a 
vital activity, for without his efforts, and of course 
your support, we would need to add £5 to our annual 
subscriptions. 
Your committee are recommending no increase in 
your subscriptions, which means that these have 
remained at the same level for seven years. If  only 
our profligate and wasteful government and local 
authorities could be obliged to follow our example, 
we would all be far better placed. 
I commend these accounts to the membership for 
their acceptance. 
 
Roger Gage 
Honorary Treasurer 


