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Is Our Production Of Carbon
Dioxide Gas Contributing To
Rising Temperature?

We would probably all accept that some

form of climate change is taking place, both

from our own experience and observations

over the short period of our lifetimes and

from the very recent pictures we are shown

on television, of glaciers crashing into the

sea and polar bears marooned on ice flows,

of floods and of drought. Graphically, | re-

member with delight as a child that we al-

ways had plenty of snow every winter, and

that this seemed invariably to reach us from

the east, with Kent the worst hit. Now snow

is infrequent and approaches from the

south-west, hitting Wales and the West

Country.

The current debate centres on the extent to

which man’s activities impact on the planet’s

natural cycle of change, and | do not believe

that the current hysteria, particularly from

politicians, is providing a platform for objec-

tive debate or public understanding. For me, the views
of politicians and government scientists on all matters
are completely discredited (for example, | remember in
the ‘60s being assured that the planet was entering an-
other ice age) and | have therefore set out to read some
of the evidence, to express my findings in easily under-
stood terms and | offer this highly simplified account for
your reaction.

What Is Climate Change?

superimposed on a longer pattern of 180 years. A

change of 1% in the sun’s output is thought to cause an

average temperature change of 0.5 degrees C on

earth.

3. Volcanic eruptions

Mega eruptions in the past have been observed to

cause two or three years of colder winters, initially from

the effects of solar dust but with greater and longer
lasting effects from sulphur

The Earth’s climate is depend-
ent upon a delicate balance
between the energy received
from the sun in the form of
light and ultra-violet radiation
and the amount of energy re-
leased back into space. The
factors affecting this balance
are shown on the diagram,
(right) divided into external
and internal factors. Of these,
the principal factors held re-

dioxide gas released into the
upper atmosphere.

4. Variation in atmospheric
gasses

This is the big one. Without
an atmosphere, the earth
would be at -18deg C. As it is,
our atmosphere, consisting of
78% nitrogen and 21% oxy-
gen, allows sunlight (uv short
wave radiation) to pass
through to heat up the earth’s
surface whilst the heat energy
this produces (infrared, long

sponsible for past events are;

1. Variation in earth orbit
The earth’s elliptical path around the sun and its spin on
a tilting axis is not constant and varies over a cycle of
100,000 years, causing a 7% fluctuation in the amount
of energy we receive.

2. Variation in
solar output
Current views
are that the fluc-
tuation is much
greater than
originally be-
lieved. There is
an 11 year cycle
due to sunspots,

wave) is mostly absorbed and
prevented from escaping back into space, raising the
temperature to a habitable 15deg C in the process.
The latter effect is strongly influenced by gasses pre-
sent in minor proportions, methane, carbon dioxide,
nitrous oxide

and CFCs.
Now called,
emotively, the
greenhouse
gasses.

Energy Distri-
bution
Added to the
total energy




This is the temperature graph which has given such cause for

concern and shows the recent rapid rise (red line)

balance, temperatures vary around the planet as a re-
sult of other local factors which affect energy flow.

The oceans store 30 times more heat than the atmos-
phere and ocean flows and water evaporation move
heat from equatorial to polar latitudes.

The white, reflective property of the worlds glaciers and
ice sheets reflect sunlight and help to maintain lower
temperatures in those regions.

During photosynthesis, plants modify our atmosphere
by taking in carbon dioxide and releasing oxygen,
hence all the talk of rainforest destruction. However, by
far the biggest effect comes from plankton in the
oceans, reducing by at least four-fold the concentration
of carbon dioxide.

Discussion

The Earth’s energy balance and the basic structure
and mechanisms of flows in and out is very well under-
stood, There

mospheric change is weak. Equally, whilst we can plot
carbon dioxide concentrations, there is an important
point of view that says this is a result of climate change

and not the cause.
Of necessity, we
cannot see any
short term fluctua-
tions in the distant
past from rock
samples, and yet
we are attempting
to compare
change on a very
short timescale
today.

Since there is no
certainty, we are
dealing here with
probability, and

Global levels of carbon dioxide in-
creased by 18% between 1900 and 1940
and by 82% between 1940 and 2000 yet
the most global warming took place in

the earlier period .

one man'’s level of proof can be at a very different level
from his neighbour. Is the view held by a majority al-
ways the correct one (mob rule) and should the most
vociferous hold sway?

seems to be
general agree-
ment that
longer term
climate
change is tak-
ing place, and
agreement,
too, that this is

For my part, |
remain uncon-
vinced by the cer-
tainty being thrust
upon us. What |
would say is that
we are consum-
ing rapidly the
earths irreplace-
able natural re-
sources of all
kinds, including
the burning of the
fossil fuels which
are increasing
CO2 levels, and it
makes sense to
conserve their
use by every
means possible.

This graph attempts to show that carbon
dioxide levels change after temperature
change, and not before.
Cause or effect?

mainly caused
by natural events over which we have no control.

The current debate is whether man’s activities, increas-
ing since the Industrial Revolution, when we have un-
doubtedly released huge quantities of carbon dioxide
and more lately, man-made chemicals such as CFCs
into the atmosphere, are influencing the planet’s en-
ergy balance and accelerating the rate of change.

It is probably only in the last 50 years that scientific
study with new instrumentation has provided such an
explosion of data, and perhaps we are only worrying
now because we can measure more widely, completely
and with greater precision.

Man'’s existence occupies only the tiniest part of the
planet’s history, but we know from studies of geology,
of sea bed sediment, of stalagmites and glacial core
samples, that over millions of years, there have been
many severe climatic changes. However, there are
uncertainties in our knowledge and the linkage to at-

However, are we
likely to persuade China, Russia, India and S. America
to moderate their use until their wealth catches up to
the developed world? | really doubt it.
Why not write and tell us what you think.
Should we be worried?

Single black female seeks male
companionship. I'm a very good girl
who loves to play. | love long walks
in the woods, trips out in your car
and cosy winter nights with you in
front of the fire. Candlelit dinners will
have me eating out of your hand. Il
be at the front door to welcome you
when you get home from work,
wearing only what nature gave me.

Ask for Daisy. I'll be waiting.
See back page for contact details
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Forarggrfo'g‘:‘;;”;gte'ggoinsd 0 Date Time  Venue Activity
please contact our
Secretary Monday 12" March ~ 7:30pm  Jolly Coopers Ladies Night
Mick Duffy Monday 9" April No Meeting (Bank Holiday Monday)
Sunday15 April 12:0pm Live & Let Lunch
01525 873232 Live
07O7r7rg§3?é|897 Monday 14 ™ May 7:30pm Gamlingay Visit to Dave Davenport
Friday to Sunday Tyrells Ford New Forest Weekend
Contact Your Committee 18-20 May Hotel
Monday 11 ™ June 7:30pm  Jolly Coopers Landlords Trophy
Roger Gage "
01525 382432 Monday 9 ™ July 7:30pm  Jolly Coopers Bletchley Park Speaker
e mail
roger.gage@ds!.pipex.com Sunday 16th July All day Kimbolton Powenham Classic Car
Show
Colin Sanders Wednesday 25" 4pm on- Harpenden Classics on the Common
01582 504361 July N wards .
Monday 13 7:30pm  Jolly Coopers  BBQ & Members Choice
Trevor Mayhew August .
01582 658714 Sunday August 12th  All day Woburn Classic Car Show
Sunday August All day Barton Mills Classic Car Show
Monday 10 " 7:30pm  Jolly Coopers Speaker
September
Monday 8 " 7:30pm  Jolly Coopers Photo Quiz
October
Monday 12 " 7:30pm  Jolly Coopers  AGM
November
Sunday December 12:00pm TBA Christmas Lunch

Sunday Lunch

Our Club Night in April falls, this year, on Easter Bank Holiday Monday, and we thought that
you would prefer to replace the regular meeting with a short drive out for Sunday Lunch on

the next weekend in its stead.

We have reserved tables for you at

The Live & Let Live

Pegsdon

Sunday 15 April
Meet at 12.00 for 12.30

In order to maintain our reservation with the restaurant, please confirm your attendance with
Trevor, on or before our March meeting. After then, places cannot be guaranteed.

The lunch cost is £9.95 per head.

Fifteen thousand hopeful men called the number and
found themselves talking to the local Dog Rescue Society

Web Address www.jaguarl?.co.uk




