We print here the conclusion of our series of artic

les on one owner’s experience of his E-type

Life With An E-type - Part Three
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I've spashed out on a six branch manifold with straight-through exhaust
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he dashboard clock was not working

and | soon discovered that the

battery for it was no longer made. |
therefore removed the little battery carrier
and hard wired an AA battery in place, and
now it works perfectly.

Attempting to fill the gearbox with oil
produced another mystery as the filler was
on the offside of the gearbox, but the cut-
out and large rubber grommet was on the
nearside of the transmission tunnel. The
only way to reach the filler plug was from
underneath using a flexible tube and
Squeezy bottle.

The handbrake remains another
problem. It works well, the tester on the
rolling road said it was one of the most
powerful he had seen, but somehow there
seems to be an excess of inner cable. The
movement at the rear compensator is small
s0 | do not think it is the usual problem with
a frozen self adjusting mechanism, but the
cable end adjustment at the rear is far too
small to accommodate the cable length.

The cable is obviously fairly new, so for
now | have put it down to a faulty re-
manufactured item and I've got around the
problem by making and fitting a half-inch
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Since fitting the battery to
the clock | am able to tell the
time, but ascertaining my
speed is another matter.

spacer just before the lever inside the car.
Unless, thatis, you know differently!

Since fitting the battery to the clock | am
able to tell the time, but ascertaining my
speed is another matter. Speedo
calibration is spot on, but only accurate
with power on. Lift off, and the needle
drops to zero, wavers around violently and
then settles to read some 30% slow, until
power is returned. When | removed the
instrument and checked it on the bench
using a variable speed electric drill, it
worked perfectly. | consulted a specialist,
but he advised that it did not sound like an
instrument problem,

| have replaced the cable, checked its
routeing and then replaced the angle drive
on the gearbox, all without improvement. |
now wonder whether there is float on the
gearbox main shaft, but really | am at a

loss. Does anyone have any ideas?

Early on, | said that | was unhappy with
the power of the brakes, and this has been
another area receiving continuous
attention. Having got the servo working, |
fitted ‘Greenstuff’ pads all around without
much improvement, although other people
have told me of their success with them. |
have rebuilt the master cylinder with new
seals, as well as the servo, but without
much improvement, and recently fitted
replacement front calipers together with
braided flexibles, which did make some
difference. No matter how many times |
bleed the brakes, however, the pedal
remains a little soft and | can still ‘pump
themup'.

Bleeding presents its own problems on
these S11 cars. It seems that with the
system as installed, it is impossible to
bleed the rear hydraulics in the
conventional way, even though the manual
says youcan.

There are pages on the subject on
‘Jaglovers’, none of which are the slightest
help. The advice is that the only way is to
pressure bleed, but when | bought a kit to
do it, the flimsy cap supplied blew off the
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The typical Biit will drive in a German, French or Japa-
nese carto an lrish pub to drink Belgian or Danish beer,
then grabs an Indian curry or Chinese meal on the way
home, where he sits on Swedish furniture to watch an
American programme on a television made in China or
Taiwan.

And the most British characteristic? Suspicion of every-
thing foreign.

# % &

'+

("+,
Stratstone Jaguar in Luton will launch the new car on
Thursday 6 April to an invited audience. Not surprisingly,
they are expecting a big response. We have been in
touch and have requested invitations for our members.

We expect more information nearer the date, but expect
the numbers to be limited. Watch this space.

When your committee was planning the Chiistmas
lunch, there was a discussion on the form it should take.
Since we were using a public restaurant, we felt that it
would not be appropriate to incdude the usual after-
dinner speeches and presentations and that a com-
pletely informal occasion was what was required. This
year, there was to be no award of the Chairman’s Tro-
phy.

How naive and gullible some people can be!

Unknown to me, an un-official sub-committee meeting
took place out of my sightin the car park, where it was
decided to usurp any remaining authority | might have
thought remained to me. There would be an award of
the Chairman’s Trophy, after all - to the Chaiman.

The picture shows a surprised, embarrassed but de-
lighted Chaiman receiving the shield from Colin.
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For more information and
to add your suggestions,
please contact our
Secretary

Mick Duffy
01525 873232

Or mobile
07770933997

Other Events

Classics On The Common
Bletchley Park
Skid Pan
XK Launch
Stoke Bruerne
Royal Mews

WW2 Operations Room
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Web Address www.jaguarl7.co.uk




