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Sunday 12 August

Last year the weather was not great and our marquee be-
came very popular as a shelter from the showers. It was
also the hub of our club, where we provided the Cava, the
Bucks Fizz and the Kir Royale together with snacks and
savoury nibbles.

This year, the weather will be wamm and sunny, but we will
still lay on the food and drink in the marquee, so make a
date in your diary and join your friends for another great
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Letter to the Secretary Of State, DEFRA
Dear Secretary Of State

My brotherin law, who isin farming at the moment, received
a cheque for £18,000 from the Rural Payments Agency for
not realing pigs. He is very happy with this change as he
has been realing pigs for many years and the most he ever
made on them was £1,422 in 1968, untl this year when he
received his cheque for not rearing any. | now wish to join
the hot rearing pigs business.

In your opinion, what isthe best kind of farm not to rear pigs
on? | want to be sure | approach this endeavour in keeping
with all government policies dictated by the European Union
under the Common Agticultural Policy.

| would prefer to not rear bacon pigs, but if this is not the
type you want not rearing, | will gladly not raise porkers. Are
there any advantages in not rearing rare breeds such as
Saddlebacks or Gloucester Old Spots, or are there already
too many people notrealing these?

As | see it, the hardest part of this programme will lie in
keeping an accurate recod of how many pigs | have not
reared. Are there any free government courses available on
this?

If | get £10,000 for not realing 50 pigs, will | get £20,000 for
not rearing 100? | plan to operate on a small scale at first,
holding myself down to 4,000 pigs not raised, which will
mean about £800,000 for the first year.

Another point, these pigs that | plan not to rear will not eat
2,000 tons of cereals, and as | understand that you also pay
farmers for not growing crops, will | qualify for not growing
cereals notto feed the pigs | did not rear?

Please could you also indude details on set aside fields?
Can this be done on an e-commerce basis with virtual
fields?

In view of the above you will realise that | will be totally un-
employed, and will therefore be daiming unemployment
benefits, tax credits and coundil tax rebates.

You may be assured, of course, that | will vote for your party
at the next election.

Yours faithfully,

Thanks to R obin for copy of his latest retirement business plan

The golliwog squad has struck again. A crack team of
highly trained police officers from Leek swooped on a Land
Rover Discovery and confiscated a golliwog mascot tied to
the radiator.

Police said the golliwog caused offence and distress to the
public and the item has been seized whilst investigations
continue, whilst the driverlivesin fear of prosecution

, Britain’s world champion sprint

hurdler, who also appeared on Stricly Come Dancing, was
asked (amongst other things) about his worst financal
move.
“I bought an Aston Martin for £90,000. It was very flash
and | was attracted by its badge and reputation. But my
mate had a Jaguar which cost less and drove much better
than my Aston. | sold it two years later forjust £58,000".

Britain has become the speed trap capital of Europe butis
way behind in the battle to reduce road deaths. Britain has
the worst record with 54 deaths permillion population.

The number of madside cameras has trebled in six years,
whilst the number of mobile traps has increased 14 fold,
yet despite this unrelenting persecution of the motorist,
Britain’s record for reducing serious accidents is worse
than any other country. Cameras raised £145 million from
motorists from 1.9 million fixed penalty notices last year.
Critics say that the speed camera policy, at the expense of
trained police patrolling the roads, has failed. There has
been an explosion of diink related deaths.

Between 2001 and 2005 Britain saw a 7% reduction in road
deaths with 4,875 camera locations, compared to a 25%
reduction in Sweden and a 35% reduction in the Nether-
lands, who have just 1,594 camera locations

In an attempt to distract attention from the failure of road
policing policy, poliicians have announced that they are
considering reducing the drink drive limit from 80 mg/100ml
to 50 — or about one drink.

Paul Smith from SafeSpeed said that lowering the limit was
a smokescreen for failed policies. ‘The governments road
safety policy has failed’ he said ‘speed cameras are at the
centre of this policy failure, but ministers would rather
blame diivers and the police’.

Mr Idiis Francis has lost his case against speed cameras at
the European Court of Human Rights. He had daimed that
one of the most fundamental principles of ourlegal system,
the right to silence, was breached for the administrative
convenience of speed camera law.

Thiswas another perverse condusion from this unrepre-
sentative bunch of foreigners but was not unanimous, the
Dutch and Polish members voting in Mr Francis' favour.
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A recent Mori poll revealed a sceptical public yet to accept

the preaching of poliicians and government scientists on
the subject of global waming.

Of those polled, 18% believed that human activity had no
significant effect on climate, whilst a further 40% said the
data was too uncertain for scientists to make useful fore-
casts.

Only 41% were making any effort to reduce their carbon
dioxide emissions, whilst 40% said they thought that global
warming was caused by human and natural events.




once, the Monday evening turned

out sunny and dry, atleast until later
when a chill descended and a litle dew began to
form. By then however, we had examined the cars—
a good turnout as usual—and enjoyed our drinks
and each other's company in the pub’s improved
garden area, and as by then the buffet was due, we
were content to move inside into the restaurant
The Landlady’s Choice of Jaguar for 2007 was
Micks Series 3 E-type, pictured above. Bobbie said
that she loved all the cars, but it was always the
sports cars which held a special attraction for her.
Congratulations go to Mick who will hold the trophy
until next year. Mick's car is a series 3 E-type in an
original Jaguar colour called fern grey. Only twelve
similar cars left the factory in this colour as it was not
a popular choice. The car isfitted with a 5.3 litre V12
engine and Mick is only the second owner, having
owned the car for the last 12 years. Itis in superb
and completely original condition, covering just
26,000 miles from new, only the header tank and
hoses having been changed, and the spare is the
factory oiiginal which has never been fitted to the
car.
These summer trophy evenings are always popular
and well attended, and this year was no exception.
Commiserations go to all of us who did not catch
Bobbie’'seye....... but maybe next year.
This year there was the added attraction of a crystal
glass decanter to be won in a spedal draw, which
went to Steve Pallard, last years winner of the Land-
lady’s trophy.




We all met at Woburn for

The band were just great and played

rock and roll all night

Some drank a little
wine

Looks like someone started eary
on the sherry trifle

Some just enjoyed a chat

There was a
pig roast and
a barbeque
with yummy
puds

We all ate
plenty of food
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Jaguars, with their large engines, are

likely to be among those most ciiticised
by the green welly brigade and so | will follow up my earlier
artides with more random, collected stories and personal
thoughts.
First let's be dear that dimate change and global warming
are not at all the same thing. Climate change has been the
norm from the beginning of time. In the days of Henry VIii
there were 140 vineyards in England, suggesting a preced-
ing few centuries of warm and sunny weather, whilst by
1800 there were none left. This was the period of the winter
ice fairs as the Thames froze to such a depth that it would
withstand the weight — and bonfires, if pictures of the time
can be believed.
Global warming is where the contention lies and is manna
from heaven for our avaricious politicians — at the recent
G8 summit the main condusion was that taxes could be
raised by targeting carbon emissions.
World Energy Demand
What they failed to cover was energy demand. We are ex-
tremely dependent upon ail, and right now, new reserves
being opened up are not keeping pace with demand, par-
ticularly from China and India, who are undergoing simulta-
neous industrial revolutions. These two counties account
for 40% of the woirld’s population, both have learned about
consumerism from the west and are determined to have
their share with better housing, better food and many new
goods. They are unlikely to be denied.
So we already dearly see Russia using it's huge oil and
gas stocks as a political weapon to increase its influence
over the west, another trend that is sure to grow. Just to-
day, we learned that Putin is sending a special sub under
the ice to the north pole to plant a titanium flag on the sea
bed, in clear contravention of international law, to daim a
much larger part of the Arctic for Russia. Why? Because it
believes there is twice as much ail there as in Saudi Ara-
bia.
Biofuels
What can be done to meet the potential threat of a word of
black-outs and factory shut-downs? If you think about it,
our energy reaches us primaiily as fuel for our vehices or
as electrical power.
We are hearing a lot about biofuels — biodiesel is produced
from aily crops such aslinseed and palm oil, whilst ethanol
is produced from carbohydrate crops such as corn and
sugar.
Bush has said that the US will produce 35 million gallons of
ethanol a year over ten years, and Europe wants biofuels
to account for 10% of use in a similar timescale. There are
two problems with this — manufacture is very energy ineffi-
cient and this conflicting use between energy and food will
hugely damage the poorest people, cause widespread hun-
ger, and drive food price inflation.
The US makes ethanol from it's corn crop, but these same
fields also help to feed 100, mostly poor, counties. And
just one tankful of ethanol for a 4wd uses enough grain to
feed one person for a year. Further, so much fossil fuel is
used to grow, harvest, convert and transport the grain that
there is no net energy benefit And converting the entire US
harvest would only produce enough fuel to power one US
car in six. Still thinkit'sa good idea?
Palm oil isa much better source of energy. Except that this
is driving the destruction of rain forests (supposed to soak
up catbon dioxide, remember?) and the draining of peat-

lands, forcing the indigenous peoples off their lands and
threatening rare wildlife.

Forget global waming and think world politics. Perhaps we
should all reduce fuel use after all.

Alternative Energy

We also hear much about ‘alternative energy’ to produce
our electricity, harnessing the sun (solar panels), wave en-
ergy, wind and water power and geothermal energy from
deep rocks. A fundamental problem we face is that electric-
ity cannot be stored, it has to be generated to the second
to match demand. Fail, and all the lights go out. We have
not renewed generating capacity over the last two or three
decades, and as a result have come dangerously dose to
widespread blackouts in recent winters. Instead we have
forced many of our plants to continue well after the end of
their design life, which is perhaps OK for conventional sta-
tions, where the cost is seen only in lost generating effi-
ciency and higher maintenance costs, but with nuclear
plants, output has to be reduced to maintain safe opera-
tion. This lack of decision by our politicians is driven, at
least in part, by the environment lobby (isn’t this where we
came in?), as politcians do not want to make tough
choices. If generation is dependent upon the sun shining or
the wind blowing, how can alternative energy solve the
problem? Add to that the fact that the potential output from
these sources is puny, they are a very inefficient use of
capital and are visually highly intusive (wind farms) and we
can see that this cannot be the solution we need.

In fact, the only answer that | can see is nudear power,
with zero carbon, zero dirty gas emission and zero energy
use. The downsides are real and well documented — safety
and disposal of radioactive waste, particulady at de-
commissioning — but | can see no alternative. Remember
that France generates 50% of its electricity from nuclear
stations and has an excellent safety record, so it can be
done.

The gestation peliod for a power station with the need for
planning enquiries, project planning and letting, followed by
design, construction and commissioning, is at least 10
years and in truth we are already too late. | predict black-
outsin the cold winters ahead.

Have a nice day.

Which do you think is the greater danger, a cow ora car?
A United Nations Food & Agriculture study reveals that
catie emit 100 different polluting gasses, including two
thirds of the world’s ammonia, the main cause of acid rain.
They produce a quarter of the methane pollution, a gas
with 20 times more powerful effect. Plus the production of
fertiliser for their feed isresponsible for 9% of caibon diox-
ide emissions. In all, the world’s 1.5 billion head of cattle
produce more greenhouse gassesthan all the cars, planes
and other transport vehices added together.

Put it another way, a Biitish cow produces 4,000 grams
carbon dioxide equivalent a day, compared to 3,400 from a
Land Rover Freelanderon an average 33 mile drive.

An old man is sitting on a park bench, dearly in great dis-
tress, when a good Samalitan goes over to ask what's
wrong.

“I've got a sexy 20 year old wife and we make passionate
love every morning and night”

“So why on earth are you so sad”

“Because | can’'tremember where | live”
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For more information and to
add your suggestions,
please contact our

Secretary

Mick Duffy
01525 873232

Or mobile
07770933997

Contact Your Committee
Roger Gage
01525 382432
roger.gage@dsl.pipex.com

Colin Sanders
01582504361

Trevor Mayhew
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The new club laser
printer has given much
improved reproduction
of photographs, with
just one exception.
Whenever a picture
which has been taken
using flash is printed,
faces appear very red
and look quite un-
natural. They are not
like this on my com-
puter screen.

Nothing | have tried
has cured the problem.
Does anyone have any
ideas, or knows of a
man w ho can?
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01582 658714
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Police failure to tackle the problem of unin-
sured drivers costs every other honest mo-
torist £30 a year on their car insurance.
This is the amount paid to the Motor Insur-
ers Bureau w hich settles claims for those
unfortunate enough to be involved in an
accidentw ith an uninsured driver.
Combined with rising repair costs and the
compensation culture of ‘no win, no fee’ the
average fully comprehensive premium has
doubled in the past 13 years (1994),

The AA went on to say that the average
annual premium for comprehensive cover
is now £822.

Makes my e-type insurance seem cheap at
£158. Must be my restrained, careful and
considerate driving.
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Web Address www .jaguarl7.co.uk




