We had planned a \visit to The Vauxhall Motor Mu-
seum in Luton for our April meeting, but unfortunately,
and after considerable delay, the museum have said
that they could not accommodate us at this time. They
have, however, agreed to a visit there on our May date,
which will be Tuesday 9 May .

We have therefore reversed our events for these two
months, and the April meeting will be the evening meal
which we had originally planned for May.

Are you with me so far?

After searching the area for a suitable venue,
nottoo faraway this early in the year

budget priced to reflect thisis a midweek
get-together

We came up with a back-to-the-future idea of the Jolly
Coopers, Wardhedges, Flitton, MK45 5EJ

Thisvenue has changed handstwice since we last held
our meetings there, and in fact the new tenant starts the
very week we will be there.

The Jolley Coopers
Tuesday 11 April
7.30 pm

Meet In the Bar
Eat In The Restaurant

May Clubnight

Tuesday 9 May

Vauxhall Motor Museum

June Clubnight

Tuesday 13 June

Landlord’s Choice Trophy
Competition

Club Supper




At our March meeting we were most fortunate to re-
ceive an enthralling presentation describing the Shuttle-
worth Trust from Ken Cox, Chairman of the Shuttle-
worth Veteran Aeroplane Society.

Ken told us that the earliest products were traction en-
gines. It all started when Joseph Shut-
tleworth inherited a boat building busi-
nessin Lincolnshire and later entered
into partnership with local iron foundry
owner Nathaniel Clayton. Together, in
around 1840, they developed a suc-
cessful engineering firm building steam
engines and agricultural machinery.

His younger son, Frank, educated in
France and Gemany, was a majorin
the Hussars who served in both Ireland
and India. He later ran a string of stee-
plechase horses from his Bedfordshire
estate, became chairman of Clayton
and Shutteworth and was an original member of Bed-
fordshire County Coundil. In 1902, at the age of 57, he

‘because it was safer'.

Richard joined the Royal Air Force in 1939 and was
posted to RAF Benson for night flying training. He was
flying a Fairey Battle on a cross country exercise and
was killed when it crashed into a hill.
Ken said that Richard was a spoilt and
wilful young man who was flying in defi-
ance of his CO’s orders when he was
killed.

Dorothy set up a charitable trust in his
memory to be used for the purpose of
agricultural and aviation education.
Shuttleworth college tookits first stu-
dentsin 1946, based in the main house,
and it still thiives today, in partnership
with Writle College in Essex. Itisalso a
renowned conference centre.

Backed by a super slideshow, Ken spoke in lively and
interesting style, with insights that most will never hear.
He told us of the work of SVAS and

married Dorothy, the 23 year old daughter of the vicar of
Old Warden and Richard was their _

only child, born in 1909. After Frank's
death in 1913. Dorothy did marry
again, but dedicated herlife to the
Old Warden estate, village, employ-
ees and tenants. She founded the
Shuttleworth Trust and was its Chair-
man until her own death, aged 89, in
1968.

Richard inherited the estate at the
age of 23 and was said then to be the wealthiest young
man in England. He was a Lieutenantin the Lancers,
and followed his strong mechanical interests, building
up a sizeable collection of cars, now the nudeus of the
current collection. He won the British Grand Prixin 1935
driving a 2.5 litre Alfa Romeo but was then badly injured
in a crash in the South Afican GP, at which point he
took up flying

~ |its band of expert volunteers, both in
fund raising and restoration. He then
went on to describe a good many
aircraft in detail.

The collection now has over 50 air-
craft and prides itself that all have
been restored to flying condition, with
frequent flying displays throughout
the summer. The aircraft span the
Edwardian period though the first world war, the intelim
years of peace in the 20’s and 30’s and up tp the sec-
ond world war. The current expertise of the wvolunteer
restorers means Old Warden is recognised as one of
the best such centresin the world. Amazingly, none of
the collection isinsured. Since recent terrorist atroci-
ties, insurance is not available.
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Flying Day At Old Warden

The reaction to Ken Cox’ presentation was so positive
that many of you wanted to see these aircraft in flight.
Your committee have therefore selected
Saturday 17 June
when we might expect good weather and the light winds
needed to allow the fragile aircraft to take to the sky, as
a date for usto attend an evening Air Display.
More detail to follow, but please reserve this date now.

Jaguar Drivers’ Club
50 Anniversary

Area 17 have made this our Area Day for
2006 so please make sure this is in your

diary. As well as everything planned by
HQ, we will be there with our new marquee

and the usual bucks fizz and kir royale for
our members and their guests.

The BJOne
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Collect
commemorative
50th posters

Eynsham Hall e
21st May 2006*

OVERWHELMING
DEMAND!

Bletchley Park

The requested visit to the museum will take place on
Sunday 7 May
We plan to book a tour with an accredited guide just for
us and we will start with coffee and biscuits on arrival.
We need a minimum of 15 people to spread the cost
and we will need to collect £5 per head in advance for
the tour.

Entry to Bletchley Park is an additional £8 per head
which you will pay on the gate. We will collect names of
those who wish to go at our Apiil meeting. If you cannot

make the meeting, please call me (01525 382432) so
we can finalise numbers.

The Modern Classic

Your committee believe that there is good reason to
recognise the more modern cars that are owned and
cherished by ourmembers.

We have therefore decided to introduce an additional

Trophy
to be competed for by the later models starting at the
XJ6 and XJS and going forward from there.
The competition will be run on the

Members Choice

evening and will be judged by the membership

More Pictures From Our
March Meeting

The Waggon & Horses Buffet
Ken Cox delivers hislecture
An attentive audience who were so
interested in the subject that we
kept Ken going with questions until
1030 pm
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For more information and
to add your suggestions,
please contact our
Secretar

y 9 May

Mick Duffy

01525873232
Or mobile
07770933997

11 April 7.30 pm The J olly Coopers

Other Events

Classics On The Common
Bletchley Park
Skid Pan
XK Launch
Stoke Bruerne
Royal Mews

WW?2 Operations Room

We very much regret to announce the death of Mike Bain after a shortillness. Mike
was one of the eariestmembers and a great supporter of Area 17 when it was started
afresh, and although more recently his home in Biddenham made itmore sensible for
him to attend Area 44 meetings, he has always maintained his membership of Area 17

and was an occasional visitor. Mike drove a series 3 e-type in which he came to our
Members’ Choice evening last year, and it was with his help that our two areas have
forged closer links. | am sure all who knew Mike would wish to join me in sending our
greatest sympathyto his wife, Pat.

Web Address www.jaguarl7.co.uk




